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Welcome Ford Families!
Greetings from Mikala Handakas, PTA President and Alicia Olivieri-Madsen, 
PTA Vice President/Membership 

 W e would like to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome each of you 
and your families to Jo Ann Ford 

Elementary School. As Ford PTA board 
members, it is among our responsibilities 
to talk with you about our organization, 
enroll you as a member, and very impor-
tantly, encourage you to get involved in your 
school.

What is PTA and who can be a Member? 
Our Ford PTA is part of the national Parent/
Teacher Association that strives to enhance 
children’s educational experiences.  Being 
part of a national organization, we must 
pay annual dues.  To offset these dues, 
every year, we have a membership drive.  
Becoming a member does not mean you 
automatically sign up to volunteer, it just 
means you support our group and believe in 
what we’re doing. All Ford parents, guard-
ians, grandparents, students along with 
school faculty can be members, for only 
$7.00!  A key goal set forth this year is to 
double last year’s PTA membership to 400. 
Within two weeks, we have gained 224 
new members and achieved almost 100% 
faculty and staff membership. WOW, WE 
ARE AMAZING MUSTANGS!! 

In late September, be on the look-out 
for your PTA membership cards. As a PTA 
member, you are granted several significant 
amenity discounts such as, the Great Wolf 
Lodge, local area restaurants, fun family 
activities centers and more! Thank you 
for trusting us to help foster a close and 
impactful educational relationship within 
our school and your homes. If you have not 
become a member yet, please consider 
joining us for our next membership 
meeting, November 10th at 9AM!

PTA Programs & Fundraising
Our primary objective as a PTA is to provide 
our school with funds, programs, resources 
and services that will enrich and maximize 
the education of every child.  To meet 
this important objective, we must fund-
raise.  Though it may not be our favorite 
responsibility, it is a necessary one.  Our 
school community must raise money 
to help support things like……..  Teacher 
Appreciation Lunches, UIL, Reflections, 
Teacher Wishlist, STEM Fair, Mustang 
Market, Ford Library, Spirit T-shirts, 5th 
Grade Farewell, Kindergarten Graduation 
and so much more! 

This year we have opted out of a 
traditional catalog Fall Fundraiser.   

No wrapping paper, magazines, 
candles, NO SELLING! Just investing 
in our school! 100% of your dona-

tions benefits FORD!  — and, its 
100% tax deductible!! Look for a 
Donation Drive Packet in your 

child’s Thursday Folder! 

Why YOU should get involved!
We need your help, and so do your children.  
Over 500 independent studies on parent 
involvement show that when parents get 
involved in their children’s education grades 
go up, test scores improve, children are more 
likely to attend better schools after high school, 
they have fewer discipline problems and 
they’re less likely to use drugs and alcohol.   
Get involved TODAY!

Please review the PTA volunteer form 
on the Ford PTA website, indicate what 
events/activities interest you, and we’ll 
contact you when we need volunteers.  
Volunteering doesn’t have to mean a 

huge time commitment.  We understand 
it is increasingly more difficult to find time 
to give, but please, whatever your time 
schedule allows, we have need of you.  We 
even have tasks that can be performed in 
the evenings, during the day or that don’t 
even involve coming to the school at all.  

In Conclusion
Our goal, simply stated, is creating a better 
school and a better educational experience 
for our children.  We strive to create an atmo-
sphere where teachers, administrators, and 
support staff can do their best work – and 
so can our children.  There is so much more 
that can be done and we need your help.  

Consider this to be our personal invita-
tion for you to attend a Ford PTA Meeting 
this year!  We look forward to meeting you! 
On behalf of the Ford Elementary PTA we 
would once again like to extend a warm 
welcome and best wishes for a successful 
school year!  Please contact any of the board 
members with questions or comments. u



For more information, visit the Ford PTA website: joannford.my-pta.org.

PRINCIPAL’S PEN Another Wonderful School Year

 L abor Day Weekend is a sure sign that summer 
has almost ended and our fall months are just 
around the corner.  The children and their teachers 

have settled into a new school year.  It always amazes 
me how the children grow and change in so many ways 
when they return to school after summer vacation.  We 
look forward to another wonderful school year where we 
can celebrate all the wonderful things happening at Ford 
and in GISD with you.

As  we dive into the fall months of September and 
October, the procedures and daily activities of your 
child’s classroom should be familiar and comfortable 
to them by this time in the school year.  If there are 
any questions, needs, or conversations that you’d 
like to have about your child’s success at school, 
please feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly.  

Please remember that every morning our teachers 
are greeting their students at their doors to start each 
school day off right and teachers also have an after-
noon duty at dismissal each day to ensure the safety 
and security of our students.  For this reason, before 
school or afterschool, a teacher may not always be 
able to meet your request for a conference that day, 
but at Ford, we welcome you to contact teachers to 
schedule a time to talk or meet with you, so please 
do not hesitate to contact us either through email or 
through phone.  We are here to help and serve our 
amazing Mustang families!

 Lastly, I want to mention all of the fun and 
engaging activities and events we have upcoming 
through the months of September and October at 
Ford.  I encourage and welcome you to join us and be 
a part of the GREAT things happening at our school.  
Please join us for our Fall Open House on October 5th 
where we invite all of our students to show off what 
they know and have learned so far, treat their parents 
to some time where we showcase student work, and 
allow our students to lead you around the school!  
Also, we are excited to welcome all of our Ford families 
to our Fall Family Night with Trunk or Treat on October 
26th!  This is a wonderful evening for students, staff, 

and parents to dress up, with lots of fun activities and 
most things (other than food trucks and the book fair) 
are FREE!  Also, we encourage you to participate in the 
daily themes for Red Ribbon Week during the week of 
Oct 23rd-27th and encourage all of our Mustangs to 
dress up for our Halloween parade on October 31st!

We also want you to go ahead and save the date 
for our Mustang Grandparents and Grandvisitors to 
join us for our Grandparent’s Luncheon and conclusion 
of our Book Fair on Friday, November 3rd.  

Also in October, if you missed it last year, you are 
in for a treat!  We ask you to join the FORD team and 
check out the information about how you can be a 
part of the biggest cook-off in town while representing 
FORD @ the GISD Education Foundation 50 Fellas Food 
Fest on October 28th!  This was a blast last year, and 
now this flagship fundraiser is in its second year!  The 
50 Fellas Food Fest will again feature 50 teams show-
casing their culinary talent with appetizers, entrees, 
and desserts.  Team creations will be judged by guests 
and awarded by popular vote – there’s nothing like a 
little friendly competition to get things cookin’! Tickets 
are $40 each until 9/1 and include tastings from every 
team, plus complimentary beer, wine, tea, and water. 
After 9/1, tickets increase to $50.  Please reach out 
to Mrs. McMullen to let me know if you’d be willing to 
cook for Ford & help our Mustangs take home brag-
ging rights of the competition!!!!!  Don’t miss your 
chance to be part of the biggest cook-off in town – 
register a team, become a sponsor, donate to the silent 
auction, or buy your tickets today. Every dollar benefits 
the students of GISD. Contact Ashley Schroeder with 
questions: ashleymcnutt@yahoo.com.  Don’t forget 
to schedule your favorite sitter and enjoy a night out 
– 50 Fellas Food Fest is just for adults.  Click here for 
tickets:  http://gisdedfound.org/50-fellas-food-fest/

We at Ford are beyond grateful to partner with 
you and enjoy this fall weather with our Ford families.  
Thank you for being an essential part of what makes 
Ford the best in Texas!  We wish you and yours a beau-
tiful fall season and festive months filled with a little 
bit of candy, some good books, warm fires, memories 
to treasure, and of course Mustang Pride! u

JESSICA MCMULLEN
Ford Elementary Principal
mcmullenj@georgetownisd.org
512-943-5180
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... please do not hesitate to contact us 
either through email or through phone. 

We are here to help and serve our 
amazing Mustang families!
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COUNSELOR’S 
CORNER  Hello, my name is Karen Cavanaugh, and this is 
my 6th year at Ford and my 16th year in GISD as a 
counselor.  It has been a great beginning to our year 
with good things happening.  Your child will see me 
this year in whole class guidance twice a month 
for an hour.  This will give us lots of time to discuss 
our Core Essential Character Traits.  The following 
traits will be covered this year:

Respect, Creativity, Friendship, Gratitude, 
Generosity, Commitment, Kindness, Patience, 
Peace and Honesty.

Other topics of discussion for this year will 
include:  Anti-Bullying strategies (along with cyber-
bullying), Red Ribbon Week lessons and Good 
Touch/Bad Touch for grades K-2nd.

For the month of August and September, we 
have plunged into the themes right away.  Respect is 
showing others that they are important by what they 
say and do.  We discussed expectations in class and 
read That Rule Doesn’t Apply To Me by Julia Cook.  
The students always enjoy her books.  Following 
rules is showing respect.  

For the month of September, we are teaming 
up with the library with the theme “Making your 
mark.”  With this theme, we are able to be creative 
and celebrate Dot Day.  The students will focus on 
the character trait creativity by us doing some fun 
activities with dots.  Ex. We are going to develop our 
creativity by making pictures with dots and explore 
our uniqueness through these activities.  Creativity 
is using your imagination to do something unique.  
We will discuss what unique means and share our 
uniqueness with each other.  Books that I read to 
incorporate creativity would be The Dot by Peter 
Reynolds and Have Fun Molly Lou Melon by Patty 
Lovell.  I will also read The Pencil by Alan Ahlberg.  
Each of these books focuses on being creative and 
using your imagination. 

In guidance, we will always start our lesson with 
good things to discuss.  Each student will get their 
chance to share good things.  Ex.  I shared with the 
class that my family is moving and building a house.  
This is a good thing for our family since we live in a 
very small house.   Students have a chance to share 
if they like. We all love to hear great news!! 

It’s another exciting year with many things 
planned!  I know your child will always be learning 
and coming home with great experiences.  I wish 
your child the best and if you ever need to talk to me, 
please feel free to call me.
 
Have an Outstanding Year!
Mrs. Cavanaugh

cavanaughk@georgetownisd.org • 512-943-5182
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P.E. NEWS
Hi Ford families!  I wanted to let you know that 
we will be painting the town yellow and gold in 
September by wearing those colors to honor 
all children who have fought cancer.  All GISD 
schools are on Georgetown’s team- “Stepping 
Out for a Cure” to raise money for childhood 
cancer.  Last year this team logged over 65,000 
miles (3rd in the country) and raised nearly 
$25,000.   Our goal at Ford this year is to 
run 10,000 miles toward Alex’s Million Mile 
Challenge, and raise $1,000.   Last year, our 
Ford community logged 7,145 miles and donated $710.  And for the first time 
in the history of Alex’s Million Mile Challenge, we collectively walked, ran and 
rode OVER ONE MILLION MILES with people all over the world! 

Parents, sibling and grandparents your miles count too!  If you wear  
a fit bit just keep track of your miles and send me your logged weekly totals.  
Please write a note or send an email with your logged miles to  
stevensonm@georgetownisd.org.  Donations can be made before school 
in the gym and placed in the yellow bucket.  Thanks in advance for your 
support!     

Our first unit of the year is cooperative activities.  Students learn how to 
follow simple instructions to complete tasks, work together, solve problems 
and fully participate.  Next we will begin a unit on throwing and catching.  
Remember, you can help your child to practice at home!  Please practice 
throwing and catching, even if it’s just a few minutes per week.  Other areas 
where you can help at home are by teaching your student how to skip if they 
haven’t mastered it yet, or spend the time to teach your child how to tie shoes.  
We can proudly say that some kindergartners have already mastered it!
 
Upcoming Dates:
u Oct 4 is WALK TO SCHOOL day.  Please join students in over 40 countries 
 who walk to school celebrating 21 years of the event. 
u Oct 10 is fire safety week.
u October 23-30 is Red Ribbon Week, “your future is key, so stay drug free.”
u March 4, 2018 is Chase the Chief from 1-5 pm which supports GISD 
 PE programs.

Megan Stevenson
stevensonm@georgetownisd.org • 512-943-5180 Ext. 7946
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 My name is Lori Jones and I am beyond thrilled to introduce myself as 
the new art teacher here at Ford Elementary! I grew up in Katy, Texas 
and attended the University of Texas at San Antonio where I studied 

art history and criticism. While attending college, I was an education and 
outreach intern at Blue Star Contemporary Art Center where I discovered my 
love of sharing the arts and creativity with children. We started the school year 
off by decorating portfolios where student’s artwork will be stored throughout 
the year for our Mustang Museum and other events/activities. All grade levels 
are currently learning about the elements of art, and we kicked the year off 
learning about line. Kindergarten created paper line sculptures and first 

grade created landscape collages using 
torn paper. Second and Third grade 
learned about artist Wassily Kandinsky 
and created their own Kandinsky inspired 
paintings using line, color and shape. 
Fourth grade created monochromatic 
“selfies” (aka self-portraits), and fifth 
grade practiced blind contour line draw-
ings of their shoes. Coming up, each class 
will be creating their own projects based 
on The Dot for Dot Day, and then we will 
be learning about our next element of art, 
shape! Third, Fourth and Fifth graders 
are invited to sign up for afterschool 
Art Club! Meetings are on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays, and permission slips will be 
sent home in late September. I’m looking 
forward to a fabulous year at Ford! u

ART NEWS

Making Music

 Hi, everyone! My name is Cheryl Huxford and 
I’m so excited to serve as the Art Coordinator 
on this year’s PTA Board! Since I can 
remember, I’ve had a passion for art, crafting, 
and finding ways to be creative, no matter the 
medium and I’m excited to bring that enthu-
siasm to Ford to help Ms. Jones create some-
thing that will can enrich our entire Ford family. 

While I hope to share some exciting plans 
in our next newsletter, right now, Ms. Jones has 
asked that we start sending as many photos 
as we can to her for this year’s yearbook. We’d 
love any photos of fun events, activities, dress 
up days, parties, etc. that you take! Feel free to 
email them to either: 

Cheryl Huxford mama@golightlymama.com
Mrs. Jones jonesl2@georgetownisd.org

 Music at Ford Elementary is all 
about exploring, creating, and 
discovering! There is always 

a way to make learning fun, whether 
we play instruments, move around, 
play a game, or simply sing our hearts 
out about it! We are making music 
every day in every class in the Ford 
Music Room. 

Playing instruments is a vital part 
to every student’s music education at 
Ford Elementary, and students in the 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have the cool 
opportunity to own, learn, and care 
for instruments of their very own! The 
recorder program at Ford teaches 
students many skills they can 
carry for the rest of their lives, and 
build upon later in their education. 
Parents can find the information letter 
and order form for recorders in the 
9/7 take-home folder. 

Music Clubs are a fun extracur-
ricular opportunity for students who 
love music and are able to partici-
pate in after-school clubs! At Ford 
Elementary, Students in 4th and 5th 
grades are invited to participate in 
Instrument Ensemble (meets on 
Tuesdays), and 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grade are invited to participate in the 
Music Choir (meets on Thursdays)! 
There are no auditions for music 
clubs, but participants are on a first-
come basis. Parents can look for 
information letters and permission 
slips going home in the 9/21 take-
home folder.

3rd Grade enjoyed a brief visit 
from Mrs. Carol Watson, the Director 
of Fine Arts for GISD, and received  
an awesome shout-out on Twitter!  
Go Mustangs! u

GISD Fine Arts @GISDFineArts  •  Aug 31
Rhythmic “silent message” game - 
teamwork, communication, and fun! 
@ElementaryFord Music rocks!!! 
#weareGISD

Every Day in Every Class in the Ford Music Room
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Introducing Mrs. Jones
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         Once Upon a 
                Fairy Tale 
                  Book Fair

October 26th ~ November 3rd 

You are cordially invited to join the 
Ford Library in our celebration of  
timeless tales at the Once Upon  

a Fairy Tale Book Fair!  

The festivities will begin on 
Thursday, October 26th from  
5:00-7:30 pm with our Annual 
Trunk or Treat and Dodgeball 

Tournament.  

Grand-Kings and Grand-Queens 
are invited to our Grandparent 
Luncheon on Friday, November 
3rd in the Ford Cafeteria.  Enjoy 
the Reflections Gallery of  Artists, 

READ Dogs, and much more 
throughout the week!  

Proclamations coming in Thursday 
folders throughout the month  

of  September!

Reflections Art Program is a gallery based participation art program.  There are two 
age groups: Primary (K-2nd) and Intermediate (3rd-5th) and a category for Special Artist (all 
grades).  The categories of art divisions are: Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, 
Music Composition, Photography, and Visual Arts. 

The deadline to submit work in the various categories is Thursday, October 19th 
in the Art Room.  All students are invited to join us for a Art Work Day in the Art Room on 
Wednesday, September 20th and Wednesday October 2nd.  The Texas PTA Reflections  
site is very informative and includes the program rules. For details, please contact  
rebeccadevine9@gmail.com or visit http://www.txpta.org/Reflections.
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FALL DONATION DRIVE
September 15th - 29th

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  
No wrapping paper, no magazines, no candles, no selling...

just investing in our children’s school, community, and future.  
100% of your donation benefits Ford Elementary!  

Our goal is to raise $25,000!  We can achieve this goal with a $45.00 donation  
from every Ford student!  So let’s kick-off the best year ever with Ford PTA!

How to Donate
• Collect donations and record on your student’s donation form.
• Place donations in envelope provided (or use one of you own) and label with your 
student’s name and homeroom teacher.  
• Turn in envelopes to your homeroom teacher or office each day!  

Prizes
• Students will win prizes for every $10.00 collected. 
• Prizes will also be awarded for the student with the most donations collected, student 
in each grade with the most donations (excluding grand prize winner), classes with 
$800 or more and/or 80% participation, highest class donation amount, and more!

Ford PTA funds things like...UIL, Field Day, Reflections, Kindergarten Graduation, 5th 
Grade Graduation, Field Trips, Movie Nights, Mustang University, Art, Music, Science/
STEM Fair, Library Summer Reading, Technology, Science Lab, Mustang Market, 
Teacher and Staff Appreciation, and more!  Your support is critical!

Our Bonus Goal...In addition to funding Ford PTA’s annual programming and services, 
we are hoping to reaise funds to UPGRADE our OUTDOOR LEARNING SPACES, and 
FLEXIBLE SEATING!!!!

Everyone’s a winner when we support Ford PTA!



For additional details and updated 
information please visit the Ford  
PTA website: joannford.my-pta.org.

Thank you to all of our Ford Families. 
Your support for our wonderful school is 
necessary and most of all, deeply appre-
ciated. We are successful because of you!

Welcome back to school, parents! My name is 
Sylvanna Zurbrick and I’m thrilled to be our school’s 
Box Tops for Education™ Coordinator. Clipping Box 
Tops is an easy way to help earn cash for our school. 
Each one is worth 10 cents!! Just look for the pink 

Box Tops on hundreds of products. All you have to do is clip them 
and send them to school with your child. They can be placed in the Box 
Top collection bins or go straight to your child’s teacher but please be sure 
to add your child’s name along with their teacher. And watch throughout 
the year as we will have some fun contests for Box Top Collecting! Last 
year the school received $1,995.70 from Box Tops alone! Let’s make 
2017/18 even better!  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I’m here 
to help make our school’s Box Tops for Education™ program a huge success 
this year! Thanks for your help!

Sylvanna Zurbrick  •  Szurbrick@gmail.com  •  970-779-7555 

Ford Spirit Wear that was 

ordered by September 15th 

will be in October 5th. 

Stay tuned for another  

order in November with the 

addition of a Hoodie!


